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Running & Winning 2014 LWV Metropolitan Phoenix

Over 100 Coronado High School girls made their way to the lecture hall on the morning of
Tuesday, September "6 meet with 1&lected women officialand30 volunteer and

facilitators. This was the culmination of over a year of preparation by a small committee of
AAUW Scottsdale Branch and League of Women Voters members. When all participants wer
assembled, elected officials were briefly introduced aagtbgram for the day reviewedn
elected official and facilitator sat at each table wid @irls. The students asked questions of

the officials for about 20 minutes then officials moved to another table. Thisaely table got

to talk with at leasthree officials from different levels of government. After lunch the elected
officials left and students got down to business creating an issue campaign. This year the top
was the Dream Act. Beautiful posters were created at each tablested pn thevall after a
threeminute campaign speech given by at least one of the girls from each table.

Running & Winning is a program created by LWV of New JersaycRtionFund early in the
20000s after several studies showed that high school girls were altdigetheiranted with

politics and young women reluctant to run for office without some encouragement. Metro
Phoenix LWV has presented the program twice in Scottsdale before this year. LWV of Greate
Tucson has put on the program for the past 14 yearextresmely popular and evaluations

from elected officials, students and volunteers indicate this yeardsg & Winning was very
well-received by all!

Special thanks tbeague memberGare Lengel, Kathy Schwartz, Maureen Schmid, Rivko
Knox and Barbara Ravtson for participatinfgpr LWV Metropolitan Phoenixn the event this
yeatr.

Running & Winning: (from
left to right) Leaguers
Kathy Schwartz, Maureen
Schmid, Barbara

Robertson, Care Lengel,

& Rivko Knox with former
Arizona Superintendent

of Public Instruction

: and gubernatorial
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VOE%E Warner (in polka dots)
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The entire ensemble from Running and Winning

Harkins Theatres Broadcasts LWV AZ Statement about Voting!

No more excuses!
It’s time to vote for the
best candidates to

shape Arizona’s future!
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STATE VOTER INSIGHTS —

Arizona T 1 P

With elections looming, Arizona voters are _ A

divided in issue positions and candidate . Dy
platforms that will matter most when B - 1 et
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Articles written by LWV Members for the E -blasts

Institute for Civil Dialogue/ASU Part Il

by Diane Post

Civil Dialogue isa project of the Hugh Downs School of Communication at ASU downtdiwvn.
Is an attempt to show how we can talk about hot topics in a civil way and actually communica
rather than shout each other down.

The Oct 1 discussion topic for Civil Dialogue is g@ito be private feprofit prisons and the
second topic will probably be the death penalty or another criminal justice related topic.

| hope many of you can come and please do volunteer to speak. The facilitators will be asking
for 5 participants to takg different positions on the question of private foofit prisons:

strongly support, support, neutral/undecided, oppose, strongly opplesg.do not prarrange
speakers but ask people from the audience to come forviagy. do not want "experts" who

will overcome the discussion but just regular citizens who can speak from their heart.

Each speaker gets one minute to give a stateniér@n the 5 participants have 10 minutes to
discuss among themselveBhe audience has 10 minutes to ask questidnshare facilitated
by a staff memberNext, each participant has one minute again to give a closing statement.
The goal is to be passionate but not hostile; productive but not attacking, and to listen and
reflect.

After each question (there are 2 mevening), the audience fills out a "scorecard" that asks
how you felt at the beginning and how you felt at the end and why you did or did not change.
Is an opportunity to educate people, especially students, about the issue.

Constitutional Convention Issue Paper
By Rivko Knox

How many of you know (or understand) what a Constitutional Convention is (and not the one
held in 1787 'theoretically' to amend the Articles of Confederation in some minor ways)? Eve|
heard the term "Article V Convention"?

The LWVUS has decided to conduct a three part study this year covering the following topics:

1. Amending the Constitution

2. Campaign finance

3. Congressional redistricting

Volunteers will serve on three National LWV Committees to prepare matiendlsese studies.
(Want to volunteer? See your most recent National League Update.) However, the LWVMP's
Phoenix Community Team decided to get a head start on these three topics and was lucky
enough to find a very well qualified League member to pregp@réackground matels and

make the presentations.



On Wednesday, September 10, 2014, about 15 League members and guests listened to Ann
Schneider discuss "Calls for an Article V Constitutional Convention: Why? Why Not?" The
presentation started with awerview of Article V of the Constitution, which encompasses the
two bestknown processes to amend the Constitution:

1. Congress proposes an amendment and at leasfdbrdes of the state legislatures or state
conventions ratify it. Or,
2. Twaothirds of the states call for a cgntion to propose amendments.

The first method has been used many times since 1791 (&l of Rights was adopted)
for all of the existing (and repealed) amendments. The second process has never been used.

Anne «plained what happened in THE 1787 Constitutional Convention. The 'call' was for it tc
slightly amend the Articles of Confederation. Instead, it adopted an entirely new constitution
the one we have todand even changed the method of ratification!!!

However, in the last few years, a number of people and organizations have began calling for «
"Article V" Convention using the second method to amend the Constitution. The FOLLOWINC
proposals, all by 'self identified' conservative groups, include:

1. AnALEC sponsored balanced budget amendment with some other fiscal constraints.
2. A "convention of the states" proposal wherein a number of problems would be tackled

including our current " debt crisis”, too many regulations on American businesses,
"attacks" on state sovereignty, ending any unfunded Federal "mandates", creating term
limits for the Supreme Court justices, and ending a Federal takeover of states' decision
making.) (So far three statédabama, Georgia and Floridave called for something
similar.)

3. A Compact for America is often referred to asifaelbne legislation'. This is an Arizonan
idea introduced by Nick Draniad the Goldwater Institute in 2013, which would propose
and ratify amendments to include a balanced budget, requiring the state legislatures to
approve raising the Federal debt ceiling, permitting impoundment of funds, restricting
taxation and more. Theason this is referred to as-@one legislation' is that this idea
addresses the fear of many that once a convention could 'run away' as the one in 1787
apparently did. It would create a compact among the states to agree to a convention an
ratification in just one action. Thus, when 38 states have joined the Compact, they in
essence have already approved the amendments specified in that identical legislation,
which WOULD BE automatically adopted. (At present, only Alaska and Georgia have
passed suclegislation.) and

4. The Liberty Amendments by Mark Levin, WHICH focus on many of the same issues as
the other PROPOSALS do. Additionally, it introduces tdéirmts for the Supreme Court
and for Congress; and permits individual state legislaturegeidurn Supreme Court
decisions by a 3/5 vote of both of their respective legislative bodies.

On the 'progressivelliberal’ side, calls for this type of Convention have come from two states i
2014, California and Vermont, both of which have attemptexéoturn Citizens United. A
few specific individuals and a group called WolfPac agree with this 'progressive/liberal’ side.



Most groups in favor of limiting money in politics and ending corporate personhood favor
getting Congress to change some laws afidar A specific amendment itself.

Opposition to the idea of an Article V convention comes from both sides (conservative and
liberal). This opposition tends to focus on the 'run away' convention too, and they worry abou
how many votes each state wohlave in such a convention (if each state had one, would that
be fair to big states?).

Finally Anne spoke about: "where is Arizona on this issue?" She pointed out that four differen
bills were introduced in the 2014 Legislature focusing on aspects &buh '‘conservative'
proposals discussed above. However, none of them passed. Shortly after the meeting, an arti
appeared in the East Valley Tribune titled "Conservative lobbyists want Arizona to join the
growing list of states applying for the nat®second constitutional convention.

"Lou Marin, CEO of | Am American... spoke Tuesday night at a Freedom Fires meeting in
Mesa. | Am American and the Balanced Budget Amendment Task Force are on the fourth le
of their joint, 10state campaign. They loblbgr economic change through sti¢e

constitutional amendments and Federal budgetary limitations. The speaker reviewed the priol
attempts in the Arizona Legislature dealing with these ideas and said that his groups' believe
that the primary purpose of thational amendment would be to prevent the federal
government's expenditures from exceeding federal income. So, it's not over yet!"

Anne ScmeiderOpaper is included as the last article for you *smile*

And these are the buttons on the LWVAZ website éhathelping AZ Voters get registered and
understand the ballot issues. Please enjoy the voter guide in this C&C. We appreciate your
support for this venerable organization. Much is happening, and we look forward to keeping
you informed!
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There are four major conservative
proposals current in play for an

Article V constitutional convention:

I"#$ — purpose is to balance the
budget (and other fiscal
restraints)

W& H&E()%&*Yo+*(,# *(1(#- -
Broader statement of purpose to
limit power and jurisdiction of
federal government including
balanced budget and term limits

$%./1$(*+%0*.#0)$! —“All'in
one” legislative action to propose
and ratify amendments including
balanced budget, raising debt
ceiling requires approval by state
legislatures, impoundment
permitted, taxing restricted, and
more

"#3%E&'()*$+,*$+&- — Mark
Levin's call for convention to
approve 11 amendments
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$123425612*17*-5854%proach
recommends that the legislation
requesting the convention be to
consider a specific TOPIC (limiting
the scope and power of the federal
government), rather than
considering a specific
AMENDMENT (e.g., a balanced
budget amendment)
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(:4*$1;<8=5*71>*;4>6=8 is the
“all in one” strategy so that one bill
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ratification!
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